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Letter from the CEO 
Support Northamptonshire

We are pleased to report on the work undertaken through the second 
Community Champions programme which commenced on the 1st 
October 2021. We are grateful to North and West Northamptonshire 
Councils  for supporting this important initiative through the COMF 
Programme (Contain Outbreak Management Funding). 

We are continuing our efforts to support Asian, African and African-
Caribbean Communities during the Covid pandemic. Our aim is to 
support Black communities to remain safe, healthy and happy and 
ensure they receive support and guidance they need during this 
challenging time. Recently with the announcements of the new Omicron 
variant we recognise that communities will be feeling anxious and 
concerned. We urge everyone to book their BOOSTER vaccination and 
do Lateral Flow Tests when meeting in groups or community events. 

Please do get your Covid vaccinations and if anyone needs help with 
transport or any other support – we are here for you, please do contact 
any of the Community Champions.

We wish everyone a peaceful and safe Christmas and New Year and 
look forward to working with communities and partners in 2022. 

Pratima Dattani 

CEO Support Northamptonshire



Key Achievements
What has the programme achieved 
from October to December?

17
Community Champions Recruited 
8 From Asian communities

5 From African & Afro-Caribbean communities

4 Co-ordinators

Our Reach…

11,085 people 
COVID Information 
messaging and 
guidance from Black 
professionals

1,985 people 
Culturally 
appropriate 
wellbeing and 
support sessions

310 people
Vaccinated and 
COVID tested

12,686  
COVID resources 
distributed to the 
community

13 COVID safe events and clinics 
Targeted towards Asian, African and Afro-Caribbean people:
• COVID and flu vaccinations
• COVID testing and demonstrations
• COVID safety advice and guidance through Community 

Conversations 
• COVID resources: masks, sanitisers, visors and gloves
• LFT test kits 



Wellbeing Sessions
Delivering health and wellbeing to the 
Asian, African and African-Caribbean Communities

Walk & Talk
Adult Learning (Art & Crafts)
Exercise classes, yoga & chair yoga
Mental Health Sessions (Ken Chho Café)
Singing Sessions + lessons
Diabetes + Weight Management
Shuttle service for medical and COVID vaccinations
Wellbeing Calls + One-to-Ones

NHFT COVID + Health Sessions
African Drumming
Ladies Swimming Sessions
CENCA Outreach Sessions
Food Parcels 
Growbaby referrals
Vaccination calls
Wellbeing Calls + One-to-Ones
Other Specialist Activities



The Covid Clinics and Events

Gharana Nivas: Sheltered Accommodation 

for Asian Older and Disabled People

On 20th October the CCs went into Gharana to give 

lateral flow test demonstrations to residents, who were 

very pleased to see them.

The Champions arranged for the residents to get their 

booster jabs on 13th November. One disabled lady was 

happy as that was her first outing in 11 months. They had 

conversations with the residents on the way to the 

pharmacist and tried to keep everyone engaged and safe 

whilst the vaccinations were being administered. Two 

days later, after-care calls were made to check with the 

residents - they were informed that everyone was ok.

On 27th November, the residents were worried about 
having tested positive and concerns regarding 
communal living in the sheltered scheme were raised. 
On further investigation, it was found that the lateral 
flow tests were being misinterpreted, and thought they 
were positive when tested negative. 
It was decided that after the 10 day quarantine period, 
the champions would host a dedicated clinic to 
practically demonstrate how to do LFTs. So on 7th

December, each resident was given a live demonstration 
of how to use and read the LFT tests. As a result, many 
of the residents felt more confident to regularly test 
themselves.



The Covid Clinics and Events

Wellingborough Temple 3-day  
Community Event

This was an auspicious event for Hindus in 
Northants. Around 200 people attended each day and 
all had their LFTs and temperature checked. The CCs 
were there to encourage these positive behaviours 
among the participants. At the time, Wellingborough 
had high rates of Covid. One of the outcomes was 
that no positive cases were detected over the 3 days. 

Winter Festival of Lights - Diwali

The Community Champions held their first pop-up 
vaccination clinic on 31st October 2021. One of the 
attendees was a young bank employee, who was 
at first very hesitant about having his first covid 
jab, had his first vaccination there. He was 
reassured that any pain he felt would be far 
outweighed by all the benefits of protecting 
himself, his family and loved ones, and the general 
public, especially in his job.  Afterwards he gave 
his thanks and said that he felt he had done the 
right thing. 

We had a successful event with 125 people 
vaccinated and 13 people tested.



The Covid Clinics and Events

Shahjalal Jame Mosque Open Day

On 5th December 2021 the Champions were 
able to engage with the Bangladeshi Muslim 
community in Wellingborough. Many 
conversations were had with both men and 
women.  As a result, they found that there 
were wider health needs amongst Muslim 
women, with most expressing a need for 
physical and social wellbeing activities 
along with health awareness sessions.  
Many appreciated the Covid kit bags made 
up by the Community Champions.

Grosvenor Centre Power 
of the Mind Event

On 21st November an event was 
held for the African communities 
in Northampton, at the Grosvenor 
Centre. The CCs were approached 
by quite a few young people 
asking for LFTs. They served as a 
good icebreaker to have 
conversations with the general 
public and the wider community.

Many people appreciated 
receiving the PPE and LFTs.



We want all people to 
have access to 
primary healthcare.

Everyone has a right to 
register with GP in the 
UK without ID or a fixed 
address.

If you need support in registering with a GP please 
contact your Community Champions:
Anne Wankiiri: 07974 257389
Pedro Duarte: 07783 189911



The Champions in Action



Our Partners


